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 HIV Positive Women Telling Truths

Wednesday 16th of August 


ICW’s 4th Challenge

Challenging Taboos
You will hear the words ‘marginalised’, ‘vulnerable’ and ‘most at risk’ 1000s of times in Toronto.  Take up the challenge and make sure that being marginalised, vulnerable, or at risk, and HIV positive does not make us invisible. Listen to us, learn from us, work with us.  

· HIV positive women who are or were injecting drug users 
I can’t find any organisations where I fit in. I know there are places but they don't seem to do anything for us. I can't see how I can benefit from going to the places that we have today. (Participant of Silent Voices, ICW project)


· HIV positive asylum seekers 

If I were returned to Zimbabwe I fear that I would not be able to get the drugs I need to keep me alive and I would die a painful death. (Positively Women, 2005) 


· HIV positive young women 
Young women are not simply older women packaged in smaller bodies.  They are a vital part of the youth movement and play a significant role in women’s movements. This is seldom recognised. (ICW Young Women’s Dialogue, South Africa) 


· HIV positive sex workers

My friends at the flat gossiped about me. They knew that I was HIV infected from my sex work. They said that I’ve got AIDS and asked other people not to come close to me, and not to let me touch their children. (ICW member from Thailand)


· HIV positive women living with disabilities

We are human beings, we need to have children, we need to have a man. If this idea appeared everywhere it would be better. People with disabilities are coming up with their ideas, how they feel. We need to talk about husbands, to have birth control and know about the sexual transmission of diseases. (ICW member from Tanzania) 
	In every session stand up and ask questions. It’s time to make our voices heard.

Question 1: Do you think the ABC approach effectively addresses the realities faced by sex workers? Substitute underlined text with ‘injecting drug users’, ‘young women’, ‘HIV positive women’, asylum seekers’, ‘women with disabilities’ …..etc 

Question 2: What are you doing to address the stigma and discrimination that prevents marginalised HIV positive women accessing good quality health care and other opportunities? 


ICW Challenge: welcome and incorporate HIV positive women in all your work around HIV.  Work in genuine partnership and collaboration with HIV positive women.  Respect and learn from our experiences.  
