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 HIV Positive Women Telling Truths

Tuesday 15th of August 

ICW’s 3rd Key Challenge

The Greater Involvement of People Living with HIV (GIPA)

The letters GIPA – or MIPA (meaningful) and FIPA (full) - will be used 1000s of times in Toronto.  Take up the challenge to ensure that these letters mean more than empty slogans for HIV positive women.

 I sometimes find I am the only HIV positive woman at a high level forum.
For us these words mean:

Working with people in power

· Building links: ICW members in Kenya, Tanzania, Namibia and Botswana have worked in a project with politicians to make them aware of the real difficulties and realities of HIV positive women’s lives.  

Making maps of our lives 

· Researching: ICW members in Kenya, Tanzania and Namibia have been trained to do research on the lives of positive women to see if they are getting the care, treatment and support they need. This has enabled them to hold decision makers to account 
Collaborating with others succeeds
· Using the Law: ICW works with women’s rights and law organisations in South Africa to make sure HIV positive women understand and get their full human rights.  They recognise that rights are only worth having if you can use them.  

These examples are three of many that show how we can work together for true and lasting changes and partnerships. 

We were successful in getting issues regarding HIV/AIDS onto the presidential agenda, to the ministry of health, and the government cabinet. (ICW member from Nicaragua)

As more positive women in Asia and the Pacific speak out, governments and institutions may realise that it is in the interests of the whole community to include the perspectives of HIV positive women in decisions around HIV programmes and policies. (ICW member)

We want policy makers, health professionals, government bodies, and grass root organisations to take on the complexity and diversity and meaning of our lives.  We want the AIDS conference in Toronto to make a genuine and deep attempt to listen to us, learn from us, work with us.  

In every session stand up and ask a question.  Here are a few examples. 

1) Can you give an example of how your project involves HIV positive women in a meaningful way? Do they make the decisions, conduct the research, set the agenda?

2) Could a project linking positive women and people in power work in your country? Or substitute underlined text with ‘promoting positive women’s access to the law’. 
ICW Challenge: welcome and incorporate HIV positive women in all your work around HIV.  Work in genuine partnership and collaboration with HIV positive women.  Respect and learn from our experiences.  

