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***DFID STANDS OUT FOR HIV POSITIVE WOMEN
The UK Department for International Development (DFID) has always been very committed to ICW members and they have now committed £125,000 each year for 3 years to support ICW improve our support to members and sharpen our input in policy debates. This new funding is a recognition of positive women’s crucial role in the response to HIV/AIDS. DFID also committed their support to the Global Network of People Living with HIW/AIDS (GNP+) and the International Treatment Preparedness Coalition (ITPC).

 

***ICW IN ASIA PACIFIC

ICW will appoint a regional coordinator in Asia Pacific in the next few months thanks to Christian Aid support. The regional coordinator will be based in Thailand sharing premises with Asia Pacific Network of People Living with HIV/AIDS (APN+). Christian Aid confirmed their support for two consecutive years. The regional coordinator will hopefully be joining early next year.

***HOW DO WE MONITOR CHANGE IN EAST AND SOUTHERN AFRICA? ASK ICW MEMBERS 

Existing political commitments in HIV/AIDS are rarely a reality for ICW members. ICW opens a space for HIV positive women to assess existing political commitments using their own experience with this 3-year research project. Advocacy workshops and mobilization meetings will complement the monitoring work to ensure change is not just monitored but happens! Comic Relief is granting ICW £500,000! (Countries to be confirmed: Botswana, Kenya, Namibia, Swaziland, Tanzania, Uganda)

***AND MORE POSITIVE WOMEN TO MONITOR CHANGE! 
This time ICW Southern Africa will expand her reach to Malawi, Lesotho, Mozambique and Angola. ICW Southern Africa has secured $100,000 from Southern Africa Trust (SAT - a DFID funded initiative) over 12 months.

 ***RAISING YOUNG POSITIVE VOICES 

Young Women’s Dialogue in South Africa from 16th – 20th October:  this national forum promotes advocacy and activism by and for HIV positive women between the ages of 18 and 30. Thanks to ICW vibrant young members this dialogue is the third one of many to come. 

*** LEADERSHIP TRAINING

ICW is joining a four-member consortium led by CEDPA (Center for Development and Population Activities) and involving ICRW (International Center for Research on Women) and NMAC (National Minority AIDS Council) to prepare a 3-year training programme which aims to build a core group of women leaders from Africa, Asia and Latin America to strengthen the global response to HIV and AIDS. ICW provides technical assistance to the project on how to ensure training programmes on HIV/AIDS and gender are developed based on the experiences and analysis of HIV positive women. The trainings will be advertised widely among ICW membership to ensure the greatest participation from HIV positive women.

***UNDERSTANDING WOMEN’S HEALTH ISSUES

ICW, with ICRW, CSA and AWEPA, is working with parliamentarians as part of a consortium to improve women’s access to health care in Botswana, Namibia, Kenya and Tanzania. Three regional community assessments on women’s health took place in Namibia compromising workshops with HIV-positive women, negative and untested women, community leaders and service providers (major hospital, community clinics and traditional health providers) 15 parliamentarians in Namibia will be presented with priority care issues, barriers to accessing health services and recommendations, developed by community members. The first stage of the community needs assessments has been completed in Kenya. 

***LATIN AMERICAN AND CARIBBEAN WOMEN LIVING WITH HIV MEETING IN PANAMA

16, 17, 18 y 19 of October 2006, organised by ICW Latina 

The first meeting of its kind aims to take forward the work of ICW Latina. It will bring together positive women from different countries from the region, including female leaders of the home, sex workers, drug users, ex- prisoners, migrants, indigenous women, young women among others. For more information contact Patricia Perez - asocsoldar@ciudad.com.ar. 

***MONITORING POSITIVE WOMEN’S SEXUAL AND REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH 

ICW has taken part for the second year running in a project to trial the monitoring tool Fulfilling Reproductive Rights for Women Affected by HIV, created by Ipas, ICW, CHANGE and the Pacific Institute for Women’s Health. ICW conducted trials in Namibia and Botswana. The finalized report is available from the ICW website – www.icw.org - as are the two country reports from Namibia and Botswana - www.icw.org/node/218. 
***POZ-FEM – THE UK’S FIRST NETWORK OF WOMEN LIVING WITH HIV

ICW and Positively Women have held regional workshops in Brighton, Liverpool, Edinburgh, (soon in Southampton and Glasgow) to present the UK network and mobilise positive women to join and take the network forward. A training workshop will take place in December. It will bring together regional coordinators all over the UK and provide basic advocacy, facilitation and counselling skills.  A needs assessment will inform the programme of trainings over the next two years.

***HIV POSITIVE WOMEN AND ASYLUM IN THE UK

ICW has recently entered into a partnership with Positively Women and Asylum Aid. Whilst primarily focusing on the UK, this project seeks to provide support for HIV positive women who are seeking or who have sought asylum. ICW’s main role will be on exploring sources of support in the country of origin and establishing links for support and advice for those women whose asylum claims fail or choose to return. 

*** MAPPING HIV POSITIVE WOMEN’S EXPERIENCES OF ACTS

In a WHO supported project ICW mapped HIV positive women's experiences of access to care and treatment in three countries - Namibia, Kenya and Tanzania. The findings will contribute to advocacy for increased political support and resources for addressing the gendered barriers to care, treatment and support and an increased understanding that the connection between treatment and improved well-being can not be simply gauged by the numbers of women and men accessing ARVs. Access to care, treatment and support is not only about getting medications. It's about quality support, advice, and options obtainable for all.  It’s also about changing the conditions of women’s lives so HIV positive women can use those essential treatments successfully. Reports available at - www.icw.org/node/224. 
*** ADVOCACY TOOLS ON ACTS AND SRHR

ICW commissioned Doo Aphane from Swaziland and Judy Merkel from South Africa, to consolidate the valuable information gathered during the different stages of our advocacy training and development project, and develop national advocacy tools. The tools are to aid ICW members in their advocacy work around SRHR and ACTS in South Africa and Swaziland. They are available online at: www.icw.org/node/206. 
*** ICW/GCWA FACTS SHEETS ON ACTS, SRHR AND VAW

ICW with support from the Global Coalition on Women and AIDS (GCWA) has produced three fact sheets. These frame key advocacy messages based on the findings of ICW project work on HIV positive women’s access to care, treatment and support, violence against HIV positive women, and sexual and reproductive rights of positive women. The aim is to bring the unique and powerful perspectives of HIV positive women to better inform and influence the actions of decision- and policy-makers seeking to improve their work in these key areas. The fact sheets will serve as a global networking tool for HIV positive women globally, building capacity and promoting their effective involvement in policy development, monitoring and programme implementation. Available at - www.icw.org/node/204. 
*** HIV POSITIVE WOMEN TELLING TRUTHS AT THE AIDS CONFERENCE IN TORONTO

ICW was again a co-sponsor of the largest international AIDS conference in the world.  In Toronto, ICW was determined that the voices of HIV positive women would be heard loud and clear.  Our ‘5 Key Challenges’ pinpoint the real-life stories behind the slogans – GIPA, ACTS, SRH for example - and can be found in full in ICW News 34 - http://www.icw.org/files/ICW%20English%2034%20Web.pdf. Issue 35 of ICW News, due our shortly, will look back at our experiences in Toronto and highlight how we survived the event and what we gained. 

***HIGHLIGHTING INCLUSION AND EXCLUSION

Issue 34 of ICW News includes an article on the low down on what really happened in the United Nation’s recent deliberations in New York on its member’s responses and responsibilities to HIV/AIDS in their countries.  We also feature a moving story of motherhood from one young HIV positive woman, an article on how communities cope with the often devastating impact of HIV, ideas from ICW’s UK board, Alice Welbourn, on working with men on care, treatment and support, a powerful testimony from a woman in Tanzania who is HIV positive and living with a disability and finally the findings of ICW’s ground breaking UK project, Silent Voices – HIV positive women and Injecting Drug Use. 

***OTHER GREAT NEWS:

-
The ICW/YWCA internship goes regional: A young woman from Uganda is currently developing her skills in mobilization and advocacy with our East Africa Office. This project receives continuous support from Norwegian Church Aid (NCA).

-          ICW Southern Africa got a $5000 grant from the Open Society Institute (OSI) for the TB/HIV monitoring and advocacy project, this work is being done jointly by us, Public Health Watch (PHW) and Treatment Action Group (TAG). 

-          To ensure that our member’s advocacy experiences and the tools and curricula that we have used and found helpful in out work can be shared globally we have developed an online manual for activists. Check it out at - http://www.icw.org/node/9. 

- 
Read our position paper on routine and opt-out testing. Based on our members experiences this short paper has already been used by members to oppose the current trend to make HIV testing less informed and voluntary - http://www.icw.org/node/227. 

*** ICW publication online at - http://www.icw.org/node/6***

*** Information about our current activities - http://www.icw.org/node/7 ***

*** Calendar of events http://www.icw.org/?q=node/197***
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