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*** WELCOME TO THE FIRST ISSUE OF ICW E-NEWS
This electronic newsletter has been set up to keep you up to date with our work. We hope hereby to share experiences, tools and successes, and to highlight areas in which the expertise singular to positive women has helped bring about positive change.

*** ABOUT US
The International Community of Women Living with HIV and AIDS (ICW – www.icw.org) is the only international network set up and run by and for women living with HIV.  ICW’s vision is for a world in which HIV positive women:
- have a respected and meaningful involvement at all political levels, local, national, regional, and international, where decisions that affect their lives are being made;
- have full access to care and treatment; and
- enjoy full rights, particularly sexual, reproductive, legal, financial and general health rights, irrespective of our culture, age, religion, sexuality, social or economic status/class and race.

*** ICW COORDINATES THE FIRST EVER GRANTS PROGRAMME LEAD BY AND FOR HIV POSITIVE WOMEN
ICW is coordinating the Collaborative Fund for women, families and children a partnership of Tides Foundation with members of the International Treatment Preparedness Coalition that aims to fund efforts by civil society, especially people living with HIV/AIDS, to advocate for and participate in the development and implementation of HIV treatment access programmes. For more information contact ICW’s East African Regional Coordinator at icwtreatment@yahoo.co.uk.
Report from Treatment Literacy Workshop in Kampala, November 2005 - http://www.icw.org/tiki-download_file.php?fileId=195

*** MAPPING HIV POSITIVE WOMEN’S EXPERIENCES OF ACTS
From October 2005 to March 2006, ICW has mapped HIV positive women's experiences of access to care and treatment through civil society organizations (CSOs) in three countries - Namibia, Kenya and Tanzania for WHO. The findings will contribute to advocacy for increased political support and resources for CSOs providing access to care, treatment and support. Meetings with positive women, positive men and service providers also helped to establish critical linkages between sexual and reproductive health and rights and women living with HIV and AIDS. The project complements a mapping and database of CSOs providing treatment being produced by SIDACTION.
Reports from Namibia, Kenya and Tanzania available shortly on the ICW website.

*** MONITORING CHANGE BY AND FOR HIV POSITIVE WOMEN
The ground-breaking monitoring tool Positive Women Monitoring Change developed in 2005 by ICW in collaboration with ActionAid-SIPAA (Support for the International Partnership against AIDS in Africa), through workshops carried out with HIV positive women in Swaziland and Lesotho. The tool helps to examine the national response of each country to the HIV and AIDS pandemic, with particular reference to international policy commitments (in particular the GIPA principle, the Abuja Agreement of 2001, and the UNGASS Declaration of Commitment of 2001), and to assess progress on issues of concern to women living with HIV, both included and not included in the international policy documents.
The tool is unique in bringing a positive women’s perspective to the meaning of comprehensive health care packages. It can be used for advocacy and monitoring purposes, and to raise awareness of rights. Positive Women Monitoring Change is available on the ICW website at http://www.icw.org/tiki-download_file.php?fileId=177

*** HIV POSITVE WOMEN’S ADVOCACY TRAINING CURRICULUM
From April to December 2005 ICW carried out an advocacy training programme around access to care, treatment and support (ACTS) and sexual and reproductive health rights (SRHR) for women living with HIV and AIDS in South Africa and Swaziland, with support from the POLICY Project. An advocacy training curriculum on ACTS and SRHR was developed using input from positive women from South Africa and Swaziland. The training programme mixes improving skills and knowledge areas, with building the capacity of participants to develop and enact advocacy work on the two themes. All of the participants involved in the programme are currently receiving further support to implement the advocacy plans drawn up in the workshop, and ICW is actively seeking further funding to continue to support this work. The curriculum available shortly on the ICW website.

*** GLOBAL CONSULTATION ON THE RIGHTS OF PEOPLE LIVING WITH HIV TO SEXUAL AND REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH,  27th – 30th of March, Addis Ababa.
The meeting, organised by UNFPA, Engenderhealth and WHO (in partnership with a number of organisations that included ICW), was attended by over 100 people including 23 people living with HIV of which more than a third were ICW members. It was noted by the HIV positive women and men present that while some consultations with positive people had been conducted it was not sufficient to be able to come up with adequate policy and programmatic guidance at the meeting. It was therefore agreed that a wider consultation of HIV positive women and men would be conducted through their networks. ICW will be actively involved. We were also responsible for writing one of the background papers for the meeting.

*** COMMONWEALTH DAY: ICW IS THIS YEAR'S CHOSEN CHARITY
The International Community of Women living with HIV/AIDS (ICW) was the charity chosen for the Commonwealth Day on 13th March, which this year brought together the fifty-three member countries of the Commonwealth in celebration of their common values. The theme of Commonwealth Day in 2006 is ‘Health and Vitality – The Commonwealth Challenge’. ICW was selected as a global grassroot organisation working in HIV/AIDS. This year’s Observance was attended by Their Royal Highnesses, The Prince of Wales and The Duchess of Cornwall, as well as Commonwealth High Commissioners, Commonwealth political leaders and dignitaries and also 1,000 young people from schools, colleges and youth organisations around the UK. The multi-faith service will take place at Westminster Abbey. Dr Alice Welbourn, Chair of ICW UK Board, who spoke at this event, raised awareness of the fact that 72% of all HIV positive women are Commonwealth Citizens. Alice’s speech is available at
http://www.icw.org/tiki-read_article.php?articleId=210

*** ICW NETWORK IN THE UK
The fruit of the strong relationship between ICW and Positively Women has now the support of The Big Lottery. Stigma and discrimination is a real concern in UK, and is hardly ever talked about. Women living with HIV are often isolated and not accessing information if they are not living in big cities. The network will tackle this lack of solidarity as well as work to influence service delivery in UK to improve the provision of services. This project will support positive women in UK develop their advocacy skills with exchange visits with ICW activists in Africa or other part of the world, workshops and solidarity.

*** A YOUNG WOMEN’S DIALOGUE IN SOUTH AFRICA
A young women’s dialogue in South Africa! This one year programme composed of a workshop and hands on advocacy activities will support young positive women develop their skills in advocacy for change in South Africa. We hope this programme funded by Public Welfare, will soon encourage other donors to support young positive women’s advocacy in the country and in other part of Africa.

*** THANK YOU BOOTS!
Victory after the campaign led by Dr Alice Welbourn and ICW members to maintain Boots distribution of the female condom! An article by Alice Welbourn, Chair of ICW UK board, published in Positive Nation will soon be available on ICW’s website. (Boots is the UK’s leading beauty and health retailer)

*** ICW NEWSLETTER
ICW News 32, focuses on networking including: ICW Staff’s diary during their weeklong trip around Southern Africa, meeting with ICW members at the grassroots and seeing how their networking creates changes in daily life; an interview with Thai women defining their own issues to move on to form a network; the challenges of forming a network by ICW members in Malawi and Tanzania; what is a network by a Kenyan ICW member, she says ‘Networks play a vital role in enhancing community participation and empowerment.’ Also in this issue, the Access to Care Treatment and Support column, describing the Mamas Club, Clubs of HIV positive mothers. Those groups are essential to help women develop a powerful core of psychosocial support. This issue also announces ICW new governance structure. Download ICW News 32 from our website in English
ICW News #32 (2006) (English)
The French and Spanish versions, as well as all ICW publications, are also available at:
http://www.icw.org/tiki-index.php?page=Publications

*** ICW ARTICLES FEATURED IN 4 JOURNALS AND NEWSLETTER:
- Article on ICW's advocacy training and development workshop with HIV positive women from South Africa and Swaziland in Oxfam's journal Gender and Development (2005)
http://www.icw.org/tiki-download_file.php?fileId=194
- Profile of our current work in the International Journal of Health and Human Rights (2005)
http://www.icw.org/tiki-download_file.php?fileId=190
- Editorial by ICW in Equanet news on access to care, treatment and support (ACTS)(2006)
http://www.icw.org/tiki-read_article.php?articleId=206
- Article by Alice Welbourn on ACTS in the Commonwealth Health Ministers Reference Book (2006)
http://www.icw.org/tiki-download_file.php?fileId=198

*** ICW publication online at http://www.icw.org/tiki-index.php?page=Publications ***
*** Information about our current activities - www.icw.org/tiki-index.php?page=Current%20Activities ***
*** Guide to activism online at http://www.icw.org/tiki-index.php?page=Activism ***
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