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EAST AFRICA 
 

***  ENHANCING WOMEN'S KNOWLEDGE OF TREATMENT LITERACY – MAY 2008
ICW organized a Treatment Literacy workshop for 2007/8 grantees of the Collaborative Fund for Women and Families in Africa, a grant making process, coordinated by ICW, that enables community organisations to implement treatment literacy projects. The workshop was held in Johannesburg South Africa at Birchwood hotel from 21st - 24th May 2008 and was attended by seventeen grantees all women representing Community Based Organizations (CBOs) from African Francophone and Anglophone countries. The training was facilitated by a team from the Treatment Action Campaign (TAC), AIDS and Rights Alliance for Southern Africa (ARASA), and Community Health Media Trust (CHMT). The objective of the workshop was to enhance grantees’ knowledge in HIV treatment literacy and preparedness to enable them to implement their projects effectively. Participants were able to make some tentative plans of actions through which they would share with their members the knowledge and skills that they acquired from the trainings. With the Grantee site visits and monitoring visits that are planned to take place in the next quarter, it is hoped that support to grantees will increase, the secretariat will get more insight and understanding of the projects funded and interact more with the beneficiaries.  This will also enable the secretariat provide technical support and guidance to enable the grantees to accomplish the goals and objectives of their projects. 
 

*** IMPROVING THE SRHR OF HIV POSITIVE WOMEN THROUGH WORKING WITH TBAS
ICW hosted a meeting of Ford Foundation partners at the secretariat who included The AIDS Support organisation (TASO), Population Council, PROMETRA-Uganda (a rural based NGO) and Makerere University School of Public Health. The purpose of the meeting was to examine how partners could better integrate their activities in addressing the Sexual Reproductive Health and Rights issues affecting HIV positive women and adolescents at the grassroots and based on the initiatives of the Traditional Birth Attendants (TBAs) of PROMETRA - Uganda. The second purpose was for ICW to gather evidence from the partners’ different roles and use the evidence for advocacy as a way of influencing policy on the role of TBAs in the communities (Concept paper available). Following the recommendations of the Concept paper above, a visit to the TBAs in the forest was made by ICW and partners on 7th May 2008 (report and recommendations available) and ICW is spearheading the proposal developed to be submitted to Ford Foundation for funding the research into the role of TBAs in enhancing the quality of pregnant HIV positive women and girls, and advocating for rolling out PMTCT services to the grass roots using the TBAs.
 

*** TACKLING TB AND HIV IN EASTERN AFRICA
ICW East Africa is in partnership with Treatment Action Group (TAG) to implement TB/HIV activities in Africa.  The main objective of the project is to empower, train, and support African TB/HIV community advocates, community-based HIV activist organizations, and people living with HIV/AIDS networks to incorporate TB/HIV priorities into their advocacy work and to accomplish the goals related to scale-up of HIV/AIDS prevention, care and treatment towards universal access by 2010 as outlined in the 2006 Abuja declaration, G8, and 2006 UNGASS declaration, as well as the Global Plan to Stop TB 2006-2015. During the past months the project team has created a Community Advisory Board – representatives are made up of activists from different regions of the project focus area, they have attended the ICW/TAG TB/HIV training and are part of the different working groups that address the Project Advocacy Targets. The relationship between the Advisory Board and the ICW regional Advisory Board will be a mutually supportive one. A number of the activists are involved in the reporting process for the Global Fund Round 8 and actively participated in the country delegation selection. Two activists from Zambia carried out a TB/HIV Training that took place from 14th to 15th of April 2008 with aim to increase the knowledge on TB/HIV infection and active involvement of the co-infected community in TB/HIV Joint Collaborative Body in Zambia. It was attended by organisations within Lusaka also invited Clinicians to the meeting. The workshop was very successful and even the clinicians and health person invited were highly impressed by the level of information and knowledge of the two Trainers.  A member from Botswana has also carried out a TB/HIV campaign which included holding consultative meetings with the Health Providers as they have found out that many TB/HIV issues are not being adequately addressed. 
 

SOUTHERN AFRICA 
 

*** END THE FORCED AND COERCED STERILISATION OF HIV POSITIVE WOMEN IN SOUTHERN AFRICA
After hearing reports from our members of coerced sterilisations and other reproductive rights violations of HIV positive women in Southern Africa ICW trained women from Swaziland, South Africa and Namibia on how to document such abuses with the aim of changing the legal and political environment to better support their rights. The Namibia forced sterilization project was initiated when 3 of the 30 participants of an ICW advocacy training project with young HIV positive women, stated that they had been sterilized with out their informed consent.  This alarming fact initiated a series of focus groups and interviews that did in fact suggest that HIV positive women were being coerced or forced into sterilization by hospital staff in Namibia. ICW realized that the forced sterilization was part of a broader range of discriminations faced by HIV positive women in reproductive health services and particularly against positive women who are pregnant or desire children. Of the research and education programs regarding sterilization that ICW has engaged in thus far 40 out of the 230 HIV positive women participating have indicated they were subjected to forced or coerced sterilisation.  Thirteen of the 40 cases have been taken up for possible litigation by the Legal Aid Centre (LAC) in Namibia and all 40 cases have been presented to the Deputy Minister of Health and Social Services, Petrina Haingura, by the ICW, LAC and the Southern Africa Litigation Centre (SALC). We have not heard anything back from the Deputy Minister so far but are awaiting the promised response. Read more at: http://www.icw.org/node/381
 

 *** HIV POSITIVE YOUNG WOMEN FROM ACROSS NAMIBIA COME TOGETHER FOR THE FIRST TIME AND DEMAND THEIR RIGHTS
The Young Women’s Dialogues, initiated by ICW in 2004, are important spaces for young women living with HIV and AIDS to identify their specific issues and challenges and be given a platform to voice out their concerns.  The Namibian Dialogue is the fourth to be held. An important aspect of the Dialogues is to build a new generation of activists – who will be articulate about HIV and AIDS but also women’s issues and rights.  A critical goal is to conscientise participants to shift their identity from person living with HIV to young women living with HIV and what that means.  The three previous dialogues have resulted in a growing number of young women activists being vocal at local, national and international levels. The YWD Namibia provided an opportunity for 30 young women from the 13 regions of Namibia to come together, share experiences and issues and start building a cadre of activists prepared to act to improve the lives of young women living with HIV in Namibia. This was done through a series of training workshops over a six month period between January and July of this year. The Namibian YWD also opened the channels of communication between young women and policy makers, clearly highlighting the many areas that need to be urgently addressed. For more information on this project and other great ICW projects in Namibia, including the creation of health ethic committees and community trust funds please write to Namibia@icw.org. 
For two recent newspaper articles featuring ICW Namibia:
- Help for HIV positive women - http://www.icw.org/node/383
- Transport hampers AIDS treatment - http://www.icw.org/node/393  
 

LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN 
 

*** ICW PRESENTS ITS CAMPAIGN ‘MORE PEACE LESS AIDS’ TO THE UNITED NATIONS DELEGATES OF THE LATIN AMERICAN REGION - Dr Jorge Arguello, Argentine Ambassador to the UN, chaired a meeting attended by ambassadors and civil servants of ten countries from the region. Representatives of the UN from Argentina, Brazil, Costa Rica, Paraguay, Peru, Nicaragua, Panama, Uruguay, Mexico and Honduras met to share ideas and coordinate a common strategy on the proposal put forward by Patricia Perez of Argentina, Arely Cano of Nicaragua and Ruth Linares of Costa Rica, relating to the global campaign ‘More Peace Less AIDS’ launched by ICW Latina. Dr Arguello used this meeting to ratify his complete support of providing assistance to ICW Latina and ensuring the success of the activities outlined in the campaign ‘More Peace Less Aids’. The Peace campaign was also presented at ICW’s press conference at the XVII International AIDS Conference in Mexico. 
 

*** PATRICIA PEREZ, VICEPRESIDENT OF THE COALITION OF FIRST LADIES
The Latin American Coalition of First Ladies and Women Leaders celebrated, in Mexico prior to the XVII International AIDS Conference, its fifth meeting since its creation in 2006, under the slogan ‘Preventing the feminisation of the epidemic’.  Participating in the meeting were the president of the coalition Xiomara Castro de Zelaya from Honduras, Margarita Zavala from Mexico, Lina Moreno de Uribe from Colombia and Surinam and Anita Maria Venetiaan-Vanenburg, together with 307 government leaders, UN officials from 22 countries in the region, and the national representatives of ICW Latina.  The Coalition released an eleven point document among those present who are committed to creating in society a culture of non-violence against women in a human rights framework, ratifying ICW’s campaign ‘More Peace, Less AIDS’ to reduce the impact that HIV / AIDS has on women.  Also seeking to promote the participation of women, girls and adolescents living with HIV / AIDS, with a focus on women who are members of ICW Latina, and in line with the principle of MIPA (Meaningful Involvement of People living with HIV / AIDS).  
 

*** LAUNCH OF BOOK AND VIDEO ABOUT ICW AND THE LIVES OF THIRTY HIV POSTIVE WOMEN 
The books ‘And I didn’t even cry’ and ‘Code for Life; history of women united against AIDS’, and the CD ‘Women for life’ were launched in the Lunario of the Mexican National Auditorium in the presence of Teresa Rodriguez, regional director of UNIFEM, Vivian Lopez, UNICEF representative, Xiomara Castro de Zelaya, first lady of Honduras, Patricia Perez, Marina Soto and Arely Cano, members of the regional secretariat of ICW Latina, and Mario Bronfman of the Ford Foundation.  ‘Code for Life’ brings together testimonies, experiences and the thoughts of Latin American women together with many others from Africa, Europe, Asia and Oceania, and in turn aims to be a political tool, because the AIDS problem is political, points out the text produced by ICW. The Honduran girl and member of ICW, Keren, whose testimony to life is included in ‘And I didn’t even cry’, was at the presentation and gave her thanks to ICW Latina for being with her since she was 9 years old and to the First Lady of Honduras for her support.  The singer Ricardo Montaner, UNICEF’s goodwill ambassador, sent a message of support to ICW, and at the close of the event those present, holding hands, listened to the song ‘Women for life’, ICW Latina’s anthem, played by Giannina Giunta, Daniela Mercury, Adrián Goizueta and Adrián Barilari. Video available at www.icw.org. For copies of the book contact ICW Latina.  
 

ASIA-PACIFIC 
 

*** REGIONAL COORDINATOR RECRUITED
We are delighted to announce the appointment of Anandi Yuvaraj to the post of Asia Pacific Regional Coordinator. She joined us in June and has already embarked on planning for the region.  Anandi Yuvaraj has been a member of ICW ever since she has learnt about ICW in 2000. Prior to joining ICW, Anandi worked as Program Manager for HIV and Sexual Reproductive Health at PATH’s India office, where she managed an advocacy project of the Global Campaign for Microbicides (GCM) in India. She was also employed by the International HIV/AIDS Alliance in India as Senior Programme Officer for over five years. During this tenure she got involved with the Global Fund fight for AIDS, TB and Malaria (GFATM) as the Board representative of the Communities Delegation (2004-06). Anandi obtained a Masters in Zoology from Madras University in Tamil NADU, India with a specialization in fishery biology. She completed her thesis from the same university for her Masters in Philosophy. She has gained strong experience in policy and advocacy, programme and financial management of HIV and AIDS programs at various levels. 
 

GLOBAL 
 

*** ICW AT LIVING 2008
ICW is one of the partners of the Living Partnership, which organised the Living 2008 conference for people living with HIV.  The conference brought together 327 people living with HIV to discuss four themes: criminalisation, sexual and reproductive rights, access to care, treatment and support, and positive prevention, over the course of two days. Having this opportunity to meet, discuss and debate helped many of us to prepare for the main International AIDS Conference.  In the run up to Living, there was a pre-consultation, which ICW members participated in. ICW members' responses to the pre-consultation fed into the development of the programme and discussions at the Living, and were referred to frequently. They also fed into plenary sessions at the main conference.  This was the first Living Conference in a number of years, and it made a welcome return to the conference calendar.
 

*** ICW AT THE INTERNATIONAL AIDS CONFERENCE, MEXICO 2008
ICW is a co-sponsor of the International AIDS Conference in Mexico City. This huge conference of well over 25,000 people offered wonderful opportunities to network and spread the word about HIV positive women’s concerns. We highlighted ICW’s peace initiative at our Satellite and Press Conference - A campaign initiated by ICW Latina. Called ‘2011 – A Year of Peace as a chance to stop AIDS, the campaign has been aided by ICW International Steering Committee member and long-time AIDS advocate, Patricia Perez’s nomination for a Nobel Peace Prize. ICW also highlighted the following issues: 
-          Violence Against Women - discussed at the ICW/ATHENA satellite 
-          Using the Law to protect HIV positive women’s rights - http://www.icw.org/node/381
-          Exploring why doesn’t MIPA always work for us - http://www.icw.org/files/MIWA%20Report%20card%2008.doc
-          Putting Women Back into the Gender debate – http://www.icw.org/node/386
-          Criminalisation - http://www.icw.org/node/382
Many of our members spoke on these areas and others such as ACTS and SRHR in the main conference and in the Global Village. In the latter arena we helped organize and run sessions in the People Living with HIV Networking Zone with GNP+ and the Women’s Networking Zone (WNZ) with the Athena Network and other women’s rights organizations. The ICW Booth in the Global Village gave a chance for ICW members to meet, stay in touch with what is happening of interest to HIV positive women at the conference, and collect new ICW materials. Issue 42 of the Newsletter will feature highlights.  
 

*** ICW AT UNGASS 2008
The ICW East Africa Regional Coordinator represented ICW and ITPC on the Civil Society Task Force (CSTF) for the High Level meeting on HIV & AIDS that took place in New York in June 2008 other ICW staff and members also attended this important event.  Among the tasks that the Coordinator participated in were to select speakers for the HLM and the Civil Society Hearing, providing support to the speakers for the sessions on women and girls and HIV related travel restriction and also participating in drawing up a programme for the civil society hearing.  At this meeting lobbying and advocating for issues that impact on women was done e.g. some of the topics during the civil society hearing were areas that ICW advocates for, for example, access to treatment for women and girls.  We were privileged to have ICW speakers both at the Civil Society hearing and during the panels e.g. Violeta Ross, Jennifer Gatsi Mallet, Gcebile Ndlovu, Dr. Lydia Mungherera and many more others. ICW developed an issues paper on women and girls that was used by the speakers to develop their speeches and in addition, the copies were circulated during the HLM. ICW’s presence at the HLM was felt through the speakers, the members’ involvement at the Civil Society Hearing, caucus meetings and generally in all the sessions. ICW as an organisation needs to begin planning now for the involvement of women living with HIV in future HLM so that we are able to support more women to participate at the different levels e.g. planning meetings at the country level and ensuring ICW’s presence at all levels.
 

*** ICW SEEKS TO INFLUENCE UNAIDS GENDER GUIDANCE
Our International Advocacy Officer on ACTS, Beri Hull, attended the UNAIDS PCB meeting in April where the UNAIDS gender guidance were presented. The PCB made the decision to work on these guidelines in June 2006. Given that the PCB decision expressively called for these guidelines in response to the growing feminization of the epidemic, ICW registered our concern that in the last draft of the guidance, inequality and inequity between women and men was being conflated with discrimination against sexual minorities. In our feedback to UNAIDS we stated our belief that merging the guidelines for these two sets of populations weakens the guidance for each and thereby does a disservice to both. In addition, it ignores the core sentiment of the decisions taken at the PCB, which was to develop something that would specifically offer a tool to help alleviate the devastating impact of policies that are blind to the needs of women and girls.  
 

*** ADVANCING WOMEN’S LEADERSHIP AND ADVOCACY FOR AIDS ACTION
As the Advancing Women’s Leadership and Advocacy for AIDS Action programme moves into its second year, ICW and consortium partners CEDPA (Center for Development and Population Activities), ICRW (International Center for Research on Women), NMAC (National Minorities AIDS Council) and UNAIDS are celebrating the completion of a third and fourth workshop pertaining to this programme. The Africa Regional Workshop, the third in this workshop series, brought together 23 women from 5 African countries – South Africa, Zambia, Kenya, Nigeria and Ghana – for a three-week workshop in Nairobi. Facilitators and workshop coordinators included staff from CEDPA, ICW and ICRW, and 2 Master Trainers – whose role in the programme is to ensure that the regional context and regional-specific HIV and AIDS-related issues and priorities are reflected in the programme – including ICW staff member, Anne Ntombela. The fourth workshop under this programme was an Africa Country workshop held in Nigeria this September. ICW took the opportunity to bring 35 ICW members from Nigeria to a meeting with participants to plan ICW activities in the country. Planning has also already started for the Asia Regional Workshop which will be held early in 2009. 
 

*** TACKLING STIGMA AND DISCRIMINATION AGAINST HIV POSITIVE PEOPLE 
Over the last few years, ICW and GNP+ have been working in collaboration with the International Planned Parenthood Association (IPPF) and UNAIDS, to develop an index to measure the stigma and discrimination experienced by People Living with HIV. The People Living with HIV (PLHIV) Stigma Index is now ready for use and implementation by networks of people living with HIV around the world.  It is anticipated that the Index will increase our understanding of how stigma and discrimination is experienced by HIV-positive people and that the evidence gained will contribute to shaping future programmatic interventions and policy related to HIV prevention, treatment, care and support. In preparation for country level roll-out processes in other regions, the project partners have convened a series of regional workshops to introduce the Index to representatives from networks and organisations of people living with HIV from different countries within each region.  The first country level implementation of the Index is currently underway in the Dominican Republic. ICW staff and members have been involved in each of these workshops, either as co-facilitators or as participants.  More information available at: www.stigmaindex.org
 

*** ADDRESSING THE IMPACT ON WOMEN OF MALE CIRCUMCISION
The World Health Organisation (WHO) held an expert meeting to discuss the implications of scaling up male circumcision as an HIV-prevention method in June 2008. Prior to that meeting, the AIDS Vaccine Advocacy Coalition (AVAC) organized a civil-society consultation in Mombasa, Kenya, on 22-23 June 2008 to discuss the gender-based and woman-centred issues associated with such a move.  ICW members, Lydia Mungherera, subsequently presented civil-society recommendations to the WHO expert meeting. http://www.athenanetwork.org/docs/Civil_society_MC_report_back_June_2008.ppt.  For an ICW response see - http://www.icw.org/node/392. 
 

PUBLICATIONS 
 

*** ICW NEWS 40 AND 41 
Issue 40 focusing on HIV positive women in Kenya, specifically looking at the impact of the recent violence on their lives and issue 41 focuses on ICW plans for Mexico 2008 and the ICW Latina Peace Campaign.
http://www.icw.org/files/English%2041.pdf
http://www.icw.org/files/ICW%20English%2040.pdf
Also available French and Spanish - www.icw.org
Issue 42, coming out soon, will look back on ICW's presence at the International AIDS Conference in Mexico.  
 

*** REPORT ON ‘WOMEN’S RIGHTS AND UNIVERSAL ACCESS TO HIV-RELATED PREVENTION, CARE AND SUPPORT’ IN GUATEMALA 
This report that ICW Latina, Guatemala Chapter helped develop,  details the rights of women to universal access to prevention, treatment, care and support and identifies the barriers that women and young girls have to overcome to access these services in Guatemala. Only available in Spanish -http://www.icw.org/node/362 . 
 

*** UK NETWORK OF HIV POSITIVE WOMEN LAUNCHES VISION PAPER 
This Vision Paper came about as a result of PozFem UK’s involvement in the Strategy Review of the UK’s National Strategy for Sexual Health and HIV, and accompanies our formal input to that process. However, it has far wider relevance. It documents concerns and recommendations raised by members of PozFem UK on the basis of our personal experiences and illustrates these with quotes from PozFem UK meetings, as well as ICW and Positively Women’s publications. We hope it will serve as a useful advocacy tool for HIV positive women around the UK. - http://www.icw.org/files/Pozfem%20VP%20Web%20Links.pdf 
We will be holding our next training meeting in Bristol at the beginning of October and hope to bring together 20+ HIV positive women from all over the UK to work together. 
 

*** GIPA ARTICLE BY ICW FEATURED IN PLA NOTES
The Greater Involvement of People Living with HIV/AIDS: from principle to practice?, PLA Notes 58 (2008) - http://www.icw.org/node/394. A look at GIPA, why it does not always work for us and how to make it more meaningful. 
 

*** MIWA REPORT CARD  
For over a decade ICW has been a co-organiser of the International AIDS Conferences (IAC).  Our aim in this situation is to increase the meaningful involvement of HIV positive women in both content and form of the conference.  This report card was developed to build up a proper dossier of experience and thoughts about the meaningful involvement of HIV positive women in events like AIDS2008.
English - http://www.icw.org/files/MIWA%20Report%20card%2008.doc 
French - http://www.icw.org/files/MIWA report card french.doc
Spanish - http://www.icw.org/files/MIWA report card spanish.doc  
 

*** ICW BRIEFING ON HIV POSITIVE WOMEN, PREGNANCY AND MOTHERHOOD 
Developed for the UK All Party Parliamentary Group on Population, Development and Reproductive Health (APPGPDRH) hearings on maternal morbidity, December 2008. For copies please contact emma@icw.org. 
 

*** LEARNING AT THE “POWER INTERFACE”
An article reviewing the Parliamentarians for Women’s Health (PWH) project will be published in the November issue of the Oxfam-housed journal Gender and Development. The paper describes the achievements, challenges and lessons that emerged from the PWH project. This ground-breaking pilot project implemented in Southern and East Africa attempted to support a re-framing of leadership at the level of parliamentarians and community members, through facilitated dialogue-building, learning and exchange, involving MPs, civil society organizations, HIV-positive women’s networks, and community members.   
 

***GUIDE FOR COMMUNITY ASSESSMENTS ON WOMEN’S HEALTH CARE
Also resulting from the PWH project, a Guide for Community Assessments on Women’s Health Care has been compiled by Ross Kidd and Luisa Orza from the original field guides used in the project, developed by Melissa Adams and Luisa Orza, and published in manual, CD-Rom and PDF form (available as a download from the ICRW website www.icrw.org). 
 

ONLINE
 

*** NEW - ICW ONLINE RESOURCE PAGES ON CRIMINALISATION (http://www.icw.org/node/354) AND MALE CIRCUMCISION (http://www.icw.org/node/392).  
 

*** NEW - POSITIVE WOMEN’S NETWORK CONNECTOR – ICW is building a resource featuring information about and contact details for positive women’s networks cross the world. So if you are part of a network or know of one let us know.  http://www.icw.org/taxonomy/term/98/9 
 

*** All ICW publication online at - http://www.icw.org/node/6 ***
*** ICW resources for advocates and allies organized by theme at - www.icw.org/node/201 ***
*** Information about our current activities - http://www.icw.org/node/7 ***
*** Calendar of events http://www.icw.org/event ***
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