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*** POSITIVE WOMEN GET TOGETHER AT INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S SUMMIT ON AIDS

ICW congratulates the World YWCA for bringing about this ground-breaking event in Nairobi and is proud to have co-organised the first day of the Summit - a Positive Women's Forum for women living with HIV. As a result of this unique opportunity, of the nearly 2000 women attending the IWS, up to a quarter were living with HIV and for once the voices and presence of positive women were felt by all.  The PWF provided an opportunity for positive women to explore issues around young women, sexuality, participation, leadership, violence, access to care, treatment and support, economic (in)equality, gender, and the human rights of women and girls living with HIV and AIDS – including their sexual and reproductive rights. Many of the discussions initiated in the PWF were carried forward into the plenaries, breakouts and workshops that took place during the rest of the Summit to be shared with non-positive delegates. ICW also collaborated with allies Athena, Voices of positive Women, and Blueprint, to bring about the Women's Networking Zone in the “Sokoni” (market place) area, and one of a series of ‘Town Hall’ events taking place in different locations in Nairobi, which allowed for the participation of several hundred local women living with HIV who were unable to attend the conference. 

*** LONG-STANDING ICW CAMPAIGNER NOMINATED FOR NOBEL PEACE PRIZE 

The First Lady of Honduras, Mrs Xiomara Castro de Zelaya, leader of the Coalition of First Ladies and Women Leaders in HIV/AIDS in Latin America and the Caribbean, has proposed ICW International Steering Committee member and ICW Latina’s Regional Secretary, Patricia Perez, as a candidate for the Nobel Peace Prize 2007. The Regional Secretariat of ICW Latina is deeply honoured by this recognition, and ICW fully supports Patricia’s nomination. The proposal is ‘perceived by us as a new opportunity to engage in a deeper social response to the AIDS pandemic. It will facilitate promoting the visibility of people living with HIV, especially women, from our region and across the world. Patricia has worked extensively to build a global ICW and fully deserves this recognition.’ ICW Latina says, ‘We share with you our happiness and confirm our commitment to the worldwide pursuit of the rights of HIV positive women, girls and adolescents.’

*** ADVANCING WOMEN’S LEADERSHIP AND ADVOCACY ON HIV

This exciting initiative aims to achieve greater and more meaningful participation of women, particularly women living with HIV/AIDS, in decision-making at all levels to ensure programs, policies and funding respond to the unique impact of HIV/AIDS on women and girls. The initiative consists of two complementary components—the training component implemented by CEDPA and its partners, the International Community of Women Living with HIV/AIDS, the International Center for Research on Women, and the National Minority AIDS Council and the small grants program implemented through the Global Coalition on Women and AIDS, UNAIDS. In March women from Asia, Africa, Europe, North America and Latin America and the Caribbean, including 11 ICW members, gathered to develop the regional training curricula. Currently, for four weeks, another 20 women advocates, many of whom are ICW members, from around the world are taking part in the first training in Washington DC. The focus of this first workshop is on global advocacy and ICW ran three sessions on GIPA, sexual rights and reproductive rights (outlines available). The regional leadership trainings will be carried out in the ensuing months. Keep an eye on the ICW website for details about the workshops. 

*** ICW PARTICPATORY RESEARCH ON VAW, SRHR AND ACTS IN UGANDA

Supported by interact worldwide, ICW used our monitoring tool - Positive Women Monitoring Change, a tool developed by positive women in Lesotho and Swaziland - to interview HIV positive women about their experiences including access to services. Service provides were also interviewed to determine the appropriateness of services offered and policy makers were asked about their commitment to positive women’s rights. Among other issues the report highlighted the connection between rights violations and access to appropriate treatment and care and also the impact of negative attitudes of service providers on the health-seeking behaviour of HIV positive pregnant women. ‘When he learns that I went to the health centre for medication, he beats me saying that I am embarrassing him…..that I am showing everybody that we are sick. Now I fear going for services. I cannot take with me things given in the basic care package because he will ask me where I got them from.’ (HIV positive woman, Masindi) ‘We encourage HIV positive women not to get pregnant again. Actually we do not chase them when they become pregnant again……usually when they come back, they feel embarrassed so when I see such clients, I ask my colleague to attend to her…….others simply do not come back.’ (Service Provider, Busia) Report due soon. 

*** HIV POSITIVE WOMEN MONITORING COMMITMENT TO THEIR RIGHTS 

ICW is shortly to train HIV positive women to use our monitoring tool in Uganda, Lesotho and South Africa. The project, funded by Comic Relief and the Bethany Trust in Uganda and South Africa, offers a further opportunity to bring diverse groups together - HIV positive women, health providers and government officials - and to aid the latter two groups to think critically about the impact of their actions on HIV positive women. It also provides a valuable opportunity to reduce the isolation faced by the women living with HIV and AIDS, as well as being a chance to highlight issues that often get sidelined in work on HIV. Already the tool has been adapted for a number of research and monitoring programmes, for example:
-Sexual and reproductive rights in South Africa, Namibia and Botswana;
-Access to care, treatment and support in Namibia, Tanzania and Kenya;
-Training on monitoring and advocacy with HIV positive Swazi women.

Please get in touch with ICW if you would like copies of reports from these programmes. 

*** POSITIVE WOMEN TALK TO SCIENTISTS ABOUT MICROBICIDES 

The International Working Group on HIV-Positive Women & Microbicides was convened in mid-2006 as a response to HIV-positive women’s groups seeking an opportunity to engage issues related to microbicide development. The working group, consisting of HIV-positive women from many countries, including 12 ICW members, and leading microbicides researchers and scientists, participated in a series of conference calls, each focusing on a different topic identified by the HIV-positive women. Questions were asked and answered about safety and efficacy of a microbicide for HIV positive women, including interactions with ARVs and pregnancy as well as involvement of HIV positive women in research trials. A summary of the discussions can be found at www.icw.org/files/International%20Working%20Group%20on%20HIV-Positive%20Women%20&amp;%20Microbicides%20Report%20-%20JUNE%202007.pdf

*** NEW ICW VISION PAPER - HIV POSITIVE WOMEN AND DRUG AND ALCOHOL USE

ICW has produced a new Vision Paper – ‘HIV Positive Women and Drug and Alcohol Use’. This Vision Paper highlights the research conducted for Silent Voices, a unique participatory project carried out by and for HIV positive women on the experiences of HIV positive drug/alcohol using women living in London, UK. Silent Voices came into existence because the researchers had experienced discrimination within society, and more alarmingly, from their own peers. ‘I can’t find any organisations that I can fit in. I know there are places for HIV positive people, but they don’t seem to do anything for us. I can't see how I can benefit from going to the places that we have today.’ The project aimed to address the current lack of support and information available for HIV positive women who also use drugs and alcohol. In order to find out what services the women needed, ICW explored relationships, employment, motherhood, available services, and barriers to access. Using a participatory approach, focus groups and individual interviews were conducted by HIV positive women, the majority of whom are ex-injecting drug users, with HIV positive women who are (or were) also users. http://www.icw.org/files/24357%20English%20VP%206.pdf 

 

***ICW/ICRW ARTICLE - INFLUENCING MPS IN NAMIBIA ON WOMEN’S+ RIGHTS 

ICW/ICRW article featured in Commonwealth Secretariat Handbook (2007)
ICW, the Centre for the study of AIDS (CSA), International Center for Research on Women (ICRW) and Realizing Rights: the Ethical Globalisation initiative (EGI) are working with parliamentarians as part of a consortium to improve women’s access to health care in our countries: Botswana, Namibia, Kenya and Tanzania. This article looks at the work that Parliamentarians for Women’s Health project officer Jennifer Gatsi is carrying out in Namibia. Two information-gathering exercises led by Jeni are described. The first focuses on access to care, treatment and support. The gendered aspects of treatment access are rarely considered in treatment policy and programmes due to a lack of information and the erroneous conclusion that if, globally, women and men are accessing treatment in equal numbers, gender is not relevant. The project sought to address this information gap. The second exercise was a community-based assessment exploring women’s health needs and available services. Fact-finding workshops were conducted with HIV negative and HIV-positive women, health care providers and local leaders. The findings were presented at a round-table to parliamentarians to ensure that the identified health needs and issues were addressed and improved on. Following this work, Jeni has continued to help facilitate links between women with HIV/AIDS and parliamentarians. 
http://www.icw.org/files/Listening%20to%20HIV%20positive%20Women_Parliamentarians%20for%20Womens%20Health.pdf
 

*** ICW/GNP+ ARTICLE ON SRH FEATURED IN REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH MATTERS 
‘Sexual and Reproductive Health Services and HIV Testing: Perspectives and Experiences of Women and Men Living with HIV and AIDS’, By Emma Bell, Promise Mthembu, Sue O’Sullivan on behalf of the International Community of Women Living with HIV/AIDS, and Kevin Moody on behalf of the Global Network of People Living with HIV/AIDS. 

This paper is about the experiences of HIV positive women and men in sexual and reproductive health services and HIV testing. It provides guidance not only on how things could and should be done but also on how they should not be done. It outlines the sexual and reproductive rights positive people consider crucial and gives examples of how these are being violated. It presents perceptions and implications of HIV testing and how health services can support people after a positive diagnosis. It analyses the importance of confidentiality, continuity of care, knowledge and information, and the role of support groups and home-based care. It calls on sexual and reproductive health services to address issues of stigma and discrimination when offering and carrying out HIV testing and counselling, and in providing treatment, care and support. 

Reproductive Health Matters 2007;15 (29 Supplement):113–135
All six papers that make up this special issue can be found at:
http://www.who.int/reproductive-health/hiv/index.html 

*** ICW INTERNATIONAL NETWORK MANGAER JOB SHARE

In March, after 12 months of maternity leave, Fiona Hale, returned to her job as International Network Manager on a half-time basis. It’s great to have Fiona back. ICW welcomes Helen Kirkland who joined the ICW team in June to share the International Network Manager job with Fiona. 

Helen has worked in International Development since 1991. She joins us from Y Care International, another large international membership network, where she was most recently employed as Senior Programme Manager/ Team Leader for Latin America and the Caribbean. She has also worked in Africa. Helen has a wealth of project management experience as well as sound and extensive experience in the areas of official and non-official fund raising, budgets, M&E, strategic planning and human resources.

Helen works Monday, Tuesday, Friday. Fiona works Wednesday afternoon, Thursday, Friday. They can be contacted on inm@icw.org.
 

*** RESOURCES AVAILABLE IN A RANGE OF LANGUAGES 
+
ICW’s popular Survival Kit in Thai, Arabic, Ki-Swahili, Urdu, Polish, Portuguese, Russian, Spanish, French and Chinese - available on request. 

+ 
Overview and annotated bibliography co-developed with BRIDGE, the gender and development information unit at the Institute of Development Studies, Brighton, UK, now available in French and Spanish - http://www.icw.org/node/257. 

+
SRHR of HIV positive women training resource developed by Engenderhealth and ICW now available in Spanish, French, Portuguese and Russian - http://www.engenderhealth.org/aids/tech/training.html. 

*** READ THE MOVING TESTIMONIES OF SOME OF OUR MEMBERS

http://www.panos.org.uk/global/speakingfreely.asp
*** All ICW publication online at - http://www.icw.org/node/6 ***

*** ICW resources for advocates and allies organized by theme at - www.icw.org/node/201 
*** Information about our current activities - http://www.icw.org/node/7 ***

*** Calendar of events http://www.icw.org/event ***
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