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**** NORWEGIAN GOVERNMENT COMMITS SUPPORT TO WOMEN LIVING WITH HIV/AIDS

The Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs committed to support ICW strategic goals last December. ICW is very proud to count the Norwegian government amongst the governments that support and recognise the work of women living with HIV/AIDS, following the bi-lateral agencies Danida and DFID. We trust more governmental agencies will follow their example and join ICW donors in demonstrating their pledge to the meaningful involvement of positive women in HIV/AIDS policies and programmes.
*** POSITIVE WOMEN AND MPS WORKING TOGETHER TO IMPROVE WOMEN’S HEALTH 

A recent assessment of women’s health, carried out by the Parliamentarians for Women’s Health team in Namibia,  in three regions of the country identified HIV/AIDS, TB, high blood pressure, sexually transmitted infections (STIs) and cancers as priority health issues affecting women.. Malaria, diarrhoea, mental health and other issues, for example, alcoholism, violence against women, poverty, poor diets, unemployment and risky cultural practices such as polygamy, heavily impact on women’s health. The results of this assessment, which aimed to evaluate the status of health care services including the availability and accessibility of HIV/AIDS health care services for women, were shared at a round table discussion with parliamentarians and service providers at a women’s health workshop last October. The Deputy Home Affairs Minister, Teopolina Mushelenga who was present, backed the assessment findings by confirming that gender equalities and disparities are barriers to women's right to good health, an important demonstration of support for all positive women in Namibia that needs to be upheld. 
For more information see: http://www.icw.org/node/233

*** SUPPORTING YOUNG WOMEN ACTIVISTS IN SOUTH AFRICA 

The South African Young Women’s Dialogue (YWD) took place in October 2006, creating a specific space for young women living with HIV/AIDS. Young positive women often need safe space aside from older positive women because they may find it difficult to talk about sex openly or express concerns around building a family and other priorities for young women In front of older women. The objectives of the dialogue was to bring young women together and consider the personal issues they face in a political light and to develop ways that they can be addressed by young positive women themselves. The young women have identified key messages for the South African Health Ministry and received support from the National Youth Commission. It is critical that this support for Young Women’s Dialogue participants is maintained in the long run. The two previous dialogues (East and Southern Africa in April 2004, and Swaziland in October 2004) have resulted in a growing number of young women activists who are increasingly vocal at local, national and international levels. 
The next young women’s dialogue is currently planned to take place in Namibia

*** PANAMA DECLARATION – NOTHING FOR US WITHOUT US!

The 1st Latin America and Caribbean Congress of Women, Adolescents and Girls and the 7th Regional Meeting of Women, convened by the Regional Secretariat of the International Community of Women Living with HIV/AIDS (ICW Latina) took place in Panama from 16 to 19 October 2006. Participants unanimously decided to develop a declaration to be presented to the political, social, labour and entrepreneurial leaders, the mass-media and various actors of the most dynamic social bodies around the world. The Declaration calls for commitment from all of the above to ensure that they work alongside people living with HIV and AIDS in responding to the HIV epidemic, including alongside women, young girls and adolescents who live in poverty and experience exclusion, migrant women, women who are heads of household, drug users, sexual workers, refugees, women in confinement and women from indigenous groups. http://www.icw.org/node/240.  For more information about ICW Latina please go to http://www.icwlatina.org/. 
*** HIV POSITIVE WOMEN FROM AROUND THE WORLD COME TOGETHER

ICW is working in partnership with the World-YWCA to coordinate a one-day Positive Women’s Forum as an innovative element of the 2007 YWCA International Women’s Summit, taking place in Nairobi in July 2007, the theme of which is Women’s Leadership Making a Difference on HIV and AIDS. The Positive Women’s Forum, which is being staged for the first time, will provide a unique opportunity for up to 500 women living with HIV from around the world to caucus on the first day of the International Women’s Summit, to ensure a) the participation of women living with HIV in the Summit, b) the meaningful representation of positive women’s issues at the rest of the Summit, and c) an opportunity for networking, partnership building, capacity building, and experience- and skills sharing. The Positive Women’s Forum will be run exclusively by and for HIV positive women, and will be opened by ICW patron Mary Robinson.

*** NEW TURNING POINT FOR SILENT VOICES PROJECT 
Silent Voices is the London pilot project specifically looking at the experience of positive women who use or have used drugs/alcohol. Based on the findings of the Silent Voices research, the Islington Drug and Alcohol Team (DAT) is now supporting ICW to set up a support community group in Islington with the aim of developing positive women client participation within drug services in the borough. Watch out for Silent Voices Vision Paper in the next couple of months.
*** POZFEM, THE NEWLY FORMED UK NETWORK OF HIV POSITIVE WOMEN…

… held a 3-day strategic planning workshop involving the 12 newly appointed regional coordinators of the network, and facilitated by Carmen Tarrades and Alice Welbourn of ICW and by Silvia Petretti of Positively Women. The workshop isolated the areas of ACTS (access to care, treatment and support), DIVERSITY, EDUCATION, EMPLOYMENT and PARTNERSHIP as priority areas to focus on and set targets and indicators to be achieved within the duration of the Big Lottery Fund-funded programme which runs until March 2009. The workshop also included a definition, skills audit and skills exchange relating to peer support and how to strengthen the network in order to offer more effective support to its growing membership. The next workshop will take place in March. 
*** TRAINING MANUAL FOR HEALTH WORKERS ON HIV POSITIVE WOMEN’S SRHR

This co-authored manual (Engenderhealth and ICW) provides information and structure for a four-day training and a two-day planning workshop that will enable programme managers and health workers in resource-constrained settings to offer comprehensive, non-judgemental, and quality care and support to HIV-positive women and adolescent girls in the local context. The manual also urges male involvement and promotes a holistic approach to integrated SRH counselling and programme planning that links SRH and HIV/AIDS services. It is based on the perceptions and understanding of SRH issues for HIV-positive women and adolescent girls, shared by HIV-positive women and adolescent girls themselves, their male partners, health workers, policy makers, and community leaders. The manual was field-tested with SRH and HIV/AIDS programme managers and health workers in Brazil, Ethiopia, and the Ukraine and the feedback from the field-tests was incorporated into this final version. http://www.icw.org/files/srh_manual_final%20pdf-Nov-06.pdf

*** ICW GUEST EDITOR FOR AUTUMN 2006 ISSUE OF THE NOVIB RESOURCE 'EXCHANGE ON HIV/AIDS, SEXUALITY AND GENDER' 

This issue of Exchange focuses on some pressing concerns of women living with HIV and AIDS. For example, the balancing required by positive women to be able to manage the fears instilled by their positive status (of infecting one’s loved ones, of being stigmatized and discriminated, of abandonment and violence, etc.) with the need for security and support and the desire for intimacy, love and children. Another concern is the lack of recognition of sexual and reproductive rights of women living HIV. Some of the topics addressed in other articles on this issue are the much-discussed ABC approach to behaviour change and how that ignores complex issues like human needs and desires; the loss of property and land experienced by many women living with or affected by HIV and AIDS in India; and the approach of ‘memory work’ with mothers living with HIV and their children as developed by NACWOLA in Uganda some ten years ago. http://www.icw.org/node/252
*** USEFUL RESOURCE ON WOMEN AND GIRLS LIVING WITH HIV/AIDS
BRIDGE in collaboration with ICW has produced the following resource - Women and Girls Living with HIV/AIDS: Overview and Annotated Bibliography, Esplen, E. and ICW, February 2007.
To download copies go to http://www.siyanda.org/Static/esplen_women_hiv.htm or for hard copies contact BRIDGE at bridge@ids.ac.uk.  
*** ICW VIEWS ON TESTING FEATURED IN ALN PUBLICATION 

ICW puts forward our concerns with UN plans to dramatically increase HIV testing in two articles featured in the latest publication from the AIDS Legal Network (ALN) South Africa. ICW outlines our fears that the UN strategy, particularly if tests are opt out, service provider initiated, will take the control from women and men to decide and prepare themselves for tests and for results. The various articles in this issue analyse different HIV testing models and approaches from a human rights perspective, and examine the extent to which the global call to scale up HIV testing, through the model of ‘provider-initiated opt-out routine testing’, creates an environment in which the fundamental human right to make an informed choice whether or not to test for HIV can be upheld, respected and protected. To obtain a copy of the journal contact campaign@aln.org.za or download at http://www.icw.org/files/ALQ Sept 2006 -testing -.pdf. 
*** A POLISH SURVIVAL KIT!
The Survival Kit a key ICW publication developed by positive women is in as much demand as ever. An agency has offered to develop a Polish version of it for their female membership as the lack of information by and for positive women is critical. The Positive Women Survival Kit is often translated by support groups or agencies. The survival kit now exists in English, French, Spanish, Thai, Portuguese, Chinese, Arabic, Urdu, Russian and Ki-Swahili.

Check our website for an electronic copy.  

*** ICW publication online at - http://www.icw.org/node/6***

*** Information about our current activities - http://www.icw.org/node/7 ***

*** Calendar of events http://www.icw.org/?q=node/197***

---------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------

Please contact us for more information about ICW and to give us your feedback about E-news. If you do not want to receive E-news please also let us know: 

International Community of Women Living with HIV/AIDS (ICW) 

International Support Office 

Unit 6, Building 1 Canonbury Yard 

190a New North Road London, 

N1 7BJ UNITED KINGDOM

Tel: +44 20 7704 0606

Fax: +44 20 7704 8070

Email: enews@icw.org 

Website: http://www.icw.org

